
Concordia Connection 
May 2015 

School of Business Dean Announced 
CUW recently announced that Dr. Daniel Sem will be the 

new Dean of the School of Business Administration, 

effective July 1st. Dr. Sem has extensive experience in 

small business startups 

and entrepreneurship, 

especially within the 

pharmaceutical industry. 

He is currently working in 

CUW’s School of 

Pharmacy as a Professor 

of Pharmaceutical 

Sciences and has an MBA from Marquette University, 

along with a Ph.D in Biochemistry from UW-Madison. 

 “The search committee found his background in both 

science and business very intriguing and useful, setting 

him apart from the strong set of final candidates,” said 

Dr. William Cario, senior vice president of academics at 

CUW. 

 Dr. Sem has a diverse background in healthcare 

innovation startups, having been through the process of 

building a venture-capital-financed company from the 

ground up. 

 “In my view, business is about profit, but it is just as 

much about solving problems in a sustainable way,” said 

Sem. “Concordia blends the mission of service and 

business education, preparing the next generation of 

servant leaders who will bring about positive change 

throughout the world.” 

 Dr. Suzy Siegle and Dr. Jane Bishop will continue to 

be interim Deans of the School until Dr. Sem begins his 

new role later this year. Dr. David Borst stepped down as 

the longtime Dean of the School last year.  

CUW Ranked by Best Colleges Online 
Concordia University Wisconsin was recently ranked by 

Best Colleges Online in their article titled 50 Most Af-

fordable Online Colleges with High Graduation Rates 

2015. In the article, Concordia was ranked as the 49th 

best online college in the nation for affordable degrees 

and high graduation rates. 

 “We are delighted for this recognition because it 

signifies our firm commitment to student success,” said 

Bernard Bull, assistant vice president of Academics for 

Continuing and Distance Education. “That involves 

providing an affordable, high-impact education and sup-

porting students from the moment we meet them to 

graduation and beyond.  

 According to Joy Warner, editor of Best Colleges 

Online, their website is designed to provide high quality, 

well-researched information to students who are looking 

to choose among the best online education programs. 

For this particular article, colleges were ranked by ac-

creditation information, graduation rates, and net prices 

to determine the most affordable and successful 

schools. 

 For more information on Concordia’s online pro-

grams and learning opportunities, visit  

online.cuw.edu.   

Student of the Month 
Tanner C. Schmidt was recently named by CUW as the 

April Student of the Month. Tanner is a senior Broadfield 

Science and Secondary Edu-

cation major. His hard work is 

evident as many semesters he 

has carried more than a 20 

credit load. By the time Tan-

ner graduates, he will have 

earned over 200 credit hours 

at CUW. In addition to his 

education degree, he is also 

completing a theology major. 

Tanner has a near perfect 

GPA and is involved in many 

CUW activities. Tanner is a member of the Alpha Chi 

honor society where he currently serves as president. 

Tanner studied apologetics in France this past summer 

at the International Academy of Apologetics, Evangelism 

and Human Rights. Dr. Gary Locklair nominated Tanner 

for this recognition. 

Medication Collection Day 
Members of the Concordia Student Pharmacist Associa-

tion will be assisting Ozaukee County in their Medication 

Collection and Awareness Day on Saturday, May 16 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event will take place at the 

Ozaukee County Transit Building located in Port Wash-

ington and is an opportunity for community members to 

drop off expired or unwanted medications. Concordia will 

be hosting the next Medication Collection and Aware-

ness Day in the fall. For directions to the Ozaukee Coun-

ty Transit Building and a full list of what is accepted at 

the event, visit http://www.co.ozaukee.wi.us/

DocumentCenter/View/6149.   
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With the increased demand over the next 10 years for 

physical therapists and the rising cost of education, 

Concordia University Wisconsin will offer incoming 

freshman this fall a Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) 

accelerated track for Bachelor of Science in 

Rehabilitation Science (BSRS). 

 This accelerated track will 

enable qualified students to 

complete the DPT degree in six 

(rather than seven years) and 

earn both a BSRS 

undergraduate degree following 

completion of their fourth 

academic year and a DPT graduate degree following 

completion of their sixth academic year. 

 “One way to meet the growing need for physical 

therapists is to decrease the amount of time needed to 

earn a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree. This will allow 

students to enter the workforce sooner,” said Dr. Robert 

Barnhart, director of CUW’s Physical Therapy Program. 

 The increase in number of jobs for physical 

therapists available is due to the growing number of 

aging baby boomers who desire to stay active and the 

surge of people with chronic medical conditions such as 

diabetes or obesity. 

 According to Dr. Barnhardt, applicants to the BSRS/

DPT track are required to have a high school, overall 

grade point average (GPA) of 3.45 and demonstrate 

evidence of extracurricular activities and/or community 

service. Once admitted to the BSRS/DPT track, they 

need to maintain a 3.45 GPA in the science prerequisite 

courses and an overall 3.0 GPA. 

  For more information on this accelerated track, 

contact Dr. Robert Barnhardt 

at robert.barnhardt@cuw.edu or 262-243-4280. 

Spring Commencement  
Concordia University Wisconsin will hold spring com-

mencement for its graduate students on Friday, May 15 

at 6 p.m. in the R. John 

Buuck Field House. The 

undergraduate com-

mencement will take place 

on Saturday, May 16 at 

1:30 p.m. and will also be 

in the Field House. Ac-

cording to Dr. Randall 

Ferguson, assistant vice 

president of Academics 

for Student Success, the main speaker for both ceremo-

nies will be Dr. Bohdan Hrobon, president of the Center 

for Christian Education in Martin, Slovakia. 

 “We once again expect more than 700 students to 

participate in the two ceremonies, including our inaugu-

ral class of Physician Assistant graduates,” said Dr. Fer-

guson.   

 Seating for both the graduate and undergraduate 

ceremonies will be on a first come, first served basis, 

and tickets are not required. For more information on 

either commencement, visit https://www.cuw.edu/

academics/graduation/index.html.   

DPT Accelerated Track Added 

The 2015 Senior Art Showcase, located in the CUW Art 

Gallery, is now open to the public. The show, entitled 

How We See the World: Senior 

Art Show 2015, features the art 

work of 13 students and in-

cludes graphic design, photog-

raphy, painting, sculptures, and 

other pieces.         

 “We came up with the theme 

as part of a class that revolves 

around the upcoming show,” 

says Lindsey Weber, a graduat-

ing senior at CUW. “Everyone 

involved in the show has a dif-

ferent perspective and comes from a different back-

ground with respect to the art they create and how oth-

ers view it.” 

 The show will run through May 17 and is free to the 

public. For more information on the show, contact Josh-

ua Cody at joshua.cody@cuw.edu  or 262-243-2706. 

2015 Senior Art Showcase 

Important Dates  
 May 11-15 Final Examinations for Traditional             

Undergraduate Classes 

 May 15- Graduate Commencement  

 May 16- Undergraduate Commencement  

 May 18- Summer School- Session 1 Traditional  Un-

dergraduate Classes Begin   

 May 25– Offices Closed for Memorial Day 
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